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Editorial for December

You will notice ‘that we inelude in
this issue en article by Forrest J. Ackerman in
which, he in some neasure answers the various
criticisms that were levelled against him in a
reeant issue of INUVAE TERRAR. B

The questions of whether Esperanto
has any place in the science fiction field and -
whethor there is any justification in the modif—
ication of the Bnglish language for the conven—
ience of the imaginative fiction roader,seem
both to be issues on which there can be little
in the way of a cempromise.

There will be numerous fans whe hold
difrfering views on each of the questions, but it
1s dubieus as to whether any of the rival '
factions will completely persuade their opponets
as to the correectness of the views they may
hold. Both sides of each of the two questions
have already been comparatively adequately dealt
with 1in the pages of this and recent issues of
HOVAE TERRAR, so-that im order to aveid needless
repetition ané redundancy some decision should
be made as to the relevancy of any material
relating to these two questions that may be
gonsidered for future publication. : e

- Unless some point hitherto unmentioned
or not fully dealt with crops up and is of
vital interest to cither of the .quostions, space
for it in NOVAE TZRRAE can be spared, but-it would
be futile to repeat time ahd again material that
we neve all already made acquairtance with.

In view of.the nature of the questions
under consideration we feel that perhaps this :
editorial is particularly pertinent and trust that
it will prove of some vadue. :
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WETTHIR ACKERMANZIID?
by TPorrest J*¥

Again as agaeﬂred an ‘nnt1~40Lerﬂan‘ issue
of 'a‘seience fiction T nageasine . 1 roftr of equese |
to the Oct.,no. iT. Wﬁfoh arusedly recalls to me
. early: altercutlon in \NorlC.L.antuSJ Fan nag —— also
with o Smitl any en impassioned paragraf was
arinted there, condennlﬂg Ry contention OrlTlhullj,
but soon switchlng to, chiegly, CJwrlug estlw;tes of

my, attributes i of an In’ in Yghering' would
nzke pCld% quite OQTMEO\lCu 53¢ beé e“oﬁegivé

.carefud 1n reading samel LAs
scidic . I was slammed Ider
ridiculéus ono, &~ft, inmbecil ; racloal and notorietJ—
seeking elovn. dven to odey, when I u(ce a weird fan's
acouulltanoa sape seens'ant inevitebly o nertion
'ny pal’ Loveeraft and wink kmowingly —-- as tho I
Aoulo 11ke to »ut poison in HP's potatoes.
To }r. Snith, DR, It»@hteoanent onl{ thet
b T o oalnlon on Jor nanteaux . Bu
%ﬁi% gOHMQﬁ% s important, I ¥ hink, Jcmbinations that |
‘are clumsy, ugly, unnecessary, .and hideous to.
pronounce” to him, .are, it rmst be realized, exactly
oppoonte to otmro° To myriads of modern émerlcun
Tor instance. To prograssive people anywherct —— Tho
I foressc you retortlng to latter that tlo teloscoplnb
tendency is retrogrsssion, not prog ress’ Avolution
to Aeckerman 1S Tsvolution tc 1R. Inoreosiop°
heotocopulos of THINGS T0 {(iik; as our White Hope
gtanley G. Jdeinbsun put it —— "Tae Point of View". DR
Snith cenderns; whilst important Anglisher (Fublicity
Manager of London 1lns‘) autoratically adfed hinself
te ny side recently when, of his oum accord, responding
to my rcquest comcerning stllls fron Jells! cinematic
history of the nemt 100 yesrs, he wrote: "1 nust
compllmsnt you on invention of an intrlruing new word,
1.0., ‘magascene’." " hprigung”, lre Smita as
contrasted with “renuls1ve s s'vbe 4

suredly, accomts were >
cely for an egotist, ’
a

s e, Al
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As I've explained to many many corcespond-
entsa......5cientifantasy Field -- in my case including
imaginative fiction, films, {ramas, broadcasts; as
applied, es subjects allow, to collecting, reviewing,
and supplying other Tans as salesman; and endeavors
&sperantic —- this field is so Teverish that to be
engazeld in it energetically keeps me eternelly over-
ocecunied incdeecl snd so it is that, wiaen fingers fly,
I employ &il logical time-saving cuts I cane. lMeaning
omission of many unnecessary indefinite articles, use
of obvious eabbreviations, simplified spelling to
expeliient extent, etec. Consecuently has cévelopt,

Lay by day, my 'merriage-nania® with words —- attitude
unbecoming o Science Afflictionist; Un-llerrittitious
as you woulé (not) say, Mr. Smith. Marvelloust

The scientificomoinetion, I mean. Scienviricongrats!
'3d Barl®s Repputetion® would be another e:rample.

llew scientizicontest of authors! names in conjunction
(scientifi~ %) with tune titles could be constructéd.
Sample scientirficonstruction: "Where'!s Hy Vandrei—ing
Boy Tonite?™ Cr —— "The Hillion Doliar Baby Iromn tae

f'ive an¢ Taine Cent StoreM....} (Wow friend Smith
nas exploced of apodlexyl) .It should be brot te

lite, incicentully, that eiclusive cxelit belongs %o
John Teine tor 'fasntescience!, which he coined tc
lescoibe his ook "3ejore vie Dewn".

No, I am not alone in tials speiling system,
combination craze. I near aforementioned ‘'moronicon-
struction! is not confined to our Scientifantesy Field
by any mesansi Hettsr fect, TINA, the well-xmovn
Tleekly Wewsmagazine", undoubtedly coes more d¢amage
(from Mr. Smith's standpoint) per issue than I could
accomy,lish in ‘& yeser! Consider its terrific circ--
YWlation. Say editors of this internetionsl Tinstitution®
TPTMRYS tempo and avtitude are reflected in meny
time—choypping, space-saving levices, especially telescoping
of two or more words to make one newe. Some resulting
contractions are as follows: newsheet, cinemension,

e -
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radiorator, sexpert, slimelite, eto." These, it
will be obscrved paraklel in Principle smd a),earance
ny “megascenev, autografoto, cinemasterpiece™, otc.
and TIME infitences TRJHENDOU3 sucliences.

But what use to continue here? Obvicus
Mr. Smith and I are at an irryasse. Like tuose
who Loce craft sand ti se who hate. To some, HP's
"Mountains of Madness” was duliest drivel ever
contrived, lifeless as tue Dead Sea; while otuers
still enyhusisstically sceclaim it chef dYoeuvre fer
the sges. - The concerned thot-variunt tribes have
one thing ix common: each's convinceé tha other's
crazyl ; ) _

Wnat's to do about it? Can anytaing
by done? I dount it. S0, filosoiic.1lly, I shall
CArTy on, actively introcducing futuristic forms, to
my mind “inevitable, intelligent, imjortant™; sadly
Sup;08ing Mr. Smith and those whc see sas he does aontc
continue campaigning azsinst my "accursed ard atirocious
unort.aodoxy” . L only ho.e Mr. Smith will dislik
De & 1ittls less, as en incividual, for cev ting myself
to this frenk ané open stetement to nim concerhing
-the JSaipe of 3pelling and Suc To Come, as I see
SAME Lo iy <k

cod ‘Turning te oeritic Carnell now: S¢itor
Henson requested Hsp article, which was why NT naturally
. recelved same ratier than a scientifilmenuscript.
Also, anything you may have asard about my writing
Scientifilm notes for iwo.ld Girdlers! Inmternstional
Science Lecgue Corvespu.dence Club wes imaginary,
inasmuch as no BELLITREGI ML MAS dypanyadts By publication
has epgeared by that orgenizsation nor have I
Prepared any picturs paragrafs for same.

Be it lknovm, to whom it may concern,
that: contrary to the infsrence of your informetion
BJ, we Universalinguists consider it gscarcely short
of mirecu.ous that such an alien idea to the average
mind, as ESPERANTO, could accuire 5,000;000 atherents
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in its first fift: years of exi tence.’

It seems, unrortunetely, ons recelves
considcrable arroneous 1nformwtlon.- Person who
told you I never write article unless »aid was
uninformed or misinformed optimisti I only whsh
it were true! Picturs yourself in my ;051t10n:
Approx thirty amateur im%ginative mags alrealy in
existence; mew pamfs odovping up at lrequent 1noervals.
And Dubllsqers og wbout e every one ot these
periddicals Writing me —=— iriendly but fundless —-—
requesting articles on fHspercnte or fantascience
Tilms or &llied subiects. What am I ezrected to
lo desr friené? . (De not take me sarsasitically,
norxr sugar~sweetly, but sincerelv.) Ten years now,
I've besn efrervescently onthusiastic about stf:
%nh, arter ‘colleze, cormoncsd 3utt1ng in practice -
icea I'd conceived some time lohg verlore — briefly
that of “henging out ny siaingle™ as worli's first
drofessional ‘boiO%tifictﬁonist" HMeaning to
neie liying s .ut1or1ty oh 801unt1i10t10n field.
~I'vs enlar.et that Sl“ ¢ to scientifanisrsy field as
outlined. But it's "flonpe’l .fof this.pioneer
in newest and most noble pr01es31on iB n'pecuod 2
to give away gratis 3fo_uc§s OF time and ftralnlng eoes
As dsporento: Its Relaotion “bd Scientiriction wa
iSs my English-Bsporanto autobiography to Murvel
Tales was. ' As oy film feature to 2nd issue ¥
Scisnce~fanta sy Qorespoundent. . As 4. ycars' feature—.
”MLtng for BuNTASY: ] dAGA-ILuoe-E_ : P

In conolu51on just want to warn @ny
other rans rezding this: —— uﬂ*llSh or otaerw1se —~—
who, Yor re:isons rucl or 1naglrary, diislike that _

taey'e better wateh-outi 'Cause AilKa-man's ferocious
fellow —- I g0 out to ZILL ny ‘ememies'i (By making
friends of thiemeceass

(Por comment on 'For-est J* s articie, see the
Btitorisl on page 3)

o S
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TROUB. & IN PARADISH

AlD OTLER SI0RT STURIES

by Rédward J. Carnell

Novbmber an-ecrs to have been & black month
in cortgln séience rsiction ecirecles, a~ccording (o my
meile Tae:-dlrst. imock came hen I neard vant Den
McPhail of Qulanoms had lost his job in tae local
Arinting.concern; and oonseouently,-his mag, bthe
SCLANGu RAISTIVH NR#3-ves in dire ¢ .n er of being serious
curtailed. . . The MNiWS-(wiich hal been runring Zor a
long while-us & carbon co.ied mgoaz1ne) recently saw
»rint,; andéd wes in its sscond is.ue lest nonthe. Oout of
the ‘many printed fan mags now i circulation I favoured
the HBWS and Ulon Jlaglﬂs SCEANCH PFICTILH PN, (Denver,
Colorsdo) asg the two most'gromleng to make a nane for
taeriselves. Too bad aboub Den and his nag alithough
it may sbill be Dossible Tor him to Dublish it, as he
had wor..ing arrangement with ais i1irm to Uroauoe it.
«» =1 heven't, os Yet; seen a coay of Willis
Gonover's SCILKGE TR SY vOAkQQEOLDJN” (Cembridgs,
Hurylgna), another of the new Hrinted mcgs S0 cannot
include it yet as a possible candilate Zor hish honours,
but, tae llne—uo of feomous euthors and fans Wio are w
wrltlag for it shoulu meke it a winner.

Anather ne s fan mag taszt has just urrlved
is the FLNTASY PIC?TON TSIAGRAL (Dﬂliuﬁblﬁhla) a neutly
produced heitographe. afrair, which, I aaven't as yet
had time to peruse. : -

Then arrived +the news of another New York
brezk smong rans, this time betwsen the Incepenient
League ior b01enoe Micetion «end thae International:
Scisntific .ssociation. Details are aard to sift owing
to vazirious lew Yorkers DeloHUing to both roups. It
transpires that ISia members of tae IL3F have now
withérawn exclusively to tazir own organization, leaving


make.it
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the IL3? somewhet denleted in moral and finaneial
support. X

Several Americsn fons have complaired (?)
that the "Scisentijezz" competition in this magazine
recently contained guite a nwnber cf dnglish tunes
which of course they woulin®t inow. I agrees with
ther there, but, as 2 direct thrust beck, I ask "How
cen Anglish fans hone to comrete with any degree of
accuracy, in FalTasY's lstest film competition, '
corpiled by Forrest ickermen?” Zor, in the first
place, meny Awerican Tilm titles arc completely changed
or their showing in dngland, =2nd secondly, some of
than never reanh here. Jo 1tf's saucé for the
HO0SQ e e e s sa i) 3 . :
Recently arriveGecicciceessssscsood copy Of
the nush cdiscussed PLAST GCRDOII SIRANGE ADVANTURAS :
IGa 4Tl e 4 new sgenmi-science Jiction product of the
sGventures of ilasin Gordon, takern from the cartoons

in tue nsvispaper tihe “"Hew York smericanrt. It is.
& neotly profuced megozine eiitel by Harold dérsey

T aTT

vho wrote an erticis sbout it im  the :sugvst SSILNCE
PICIIOLH FAW ewné solling at siipence mounthly. The
Tirst issus contains a sixty thouszné vord adventure
of Flash entitled "DPhe liaster of ksrs" {devoid of
seisnce) end taree short-short stories, two authors .
being R. B, Botham and R. R. Winterbotham. ioulé
they be twius? Mrst issued in Noverber 2nd marked
Dacember,.
The august and Seortember issues of the
SCIANCE PICNICH Pull contained crzunments between
Don Wollheim and Julius Sehwartz on the subject of
hack science Fiction suthorse. It is intcresting
to ask just what coanstitutes & “haek™ writer?
amoeriea {iew York{, bescts Leeds in holling
tire Tirst ‘seience fiction Convention, when members -
from the ISA in FHew York visited funs in Philsdelphisa
on October 18th. Don Jollheim, Willizm Sykora,
Herbert Goulket @ni Jonn liichel were entertained
by Milton Rotamarn, John Baltadonis, David Iyle,
Robert 1ladle . and others although the main business
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SLili for Scisnce Miction.....
by...= :
Demny Jiccues Heurice 7. danson -
It is slmost a truisnm ~mong the nore
Select cirsles of British science iiction entiuvsisasts
taat science fiction a@s 2 movomant is Frowinns L andeais
country’e =t the moment this o ssis to e 6 éase fue
however, clmost solely it wouldd seem, %0 tae vagories
of -an ecvnunic sysven thaet hos sot Britain temporerily
nt scononicedly  in o minor boon. Thot the fortines
¢l scien.e iiction ar

e & true rerlecivion or the
sceonomie pros.exity o

b)

2

corntry con readily be astab-
tag movenent in $he U.S..:"
ebion Hrozre sel rayiely, but
L8 wy end deulked at mene o
turn until.the .very lowest Zenths of 140 cevression
iere nassade. Now that Anerica is truly on the way to
a more nrosperous confitiom, =nc only uow, is there
talll of the monthly -ublication of tae thres ¢ieharcs.
One could 2lesborste - urither on this postulate bdbut
pershaprs the paint has been sufficiontly ermhasized.

: - dveryone hes read and nost Deonle have
sickened of the or:ument vhot seienc Tiction is shortly
to rpove tue’ irectest influence over conceived in
literature in particulzsr and the world in general. 2
Even if at one time there .. caredc to be a grain of
truth in this absorbing though comdlzcent notion, the
years nave eiosel the icea as being corplately
fallacious. Nevertheless, one night do well to cdwell
on the potentialities of scizneca fictioh, cnd it weuld
be unusuel if the snthusiast, with his notorious
prorensity for eiploring tac Tuture, ¢id not consider
in some detail yeds enother _ossible worldj 4 Ssesetico
Pernaps even more Tantesvic than the usual conPer
clad world, world gone mad, or vorld at bay, numely
the sciocnee riction comsciovs worléd. Fantasy, and
inteed scisnce fictiorn, haes wroved & most valuseble

~h Hy @
0 e

lisaed from a siudy
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medium for the exzploitation of any leanings to
satire that en suther may possess and many
notable exsmnles of hoth the anomalies of our
modern civilization and peinters to a much improved
Planet have surely been read by all. Science
fietion, if it does little else but break with
reckless abandon every known law ef science and
writing, does at least produce in its devotees a
profound eonterpt of meny of our time—=honoured
institutions and organizations, and a commendable
Tensticism in the interests of s more Utopian
world.

Incredible &s it may sound of 2
commercial film, “Things To Ceme™ carried a resl
message that would indubitably receive some emount
of recognition exeept in & community where noted
film critics dubbed "The Han Tho Could York Miracles®
a better production than "Taings To Come" since
"nothing could possibly be morse boring® then the
lattere. Must one then retire into as undisturbed anm
oblivion &s cam be procured and wait for the day
—— THE DAY —— to dewn? i

Can there be any hope for a rising gon-—
fed solely, epparently, on "The Vietor™, ™The (6ration
Terrifier", ete., in the case of the female
element on the “"Living In Sin -~ or —— Dying In
Love" type of twopenny mental opiate, eor in a
country where "Double Quick Bloodstained Detective
Yarns" and "Dirty Bears and hi& Hell-Devils"™ appear
to form the stanle reading diete? In common
with every other sanguine reformér one must clamour
for secondary education for all ——~ without that at
the very least one can expsct nothing beyomd thé
speedy extinetion an&é discouragement af any 11l-
advised idecalists who rashly act on their ideas
without waiting for this apparently infinitely
distant occurrence. Te. follow the habit of the
incurable fon, who, wherec things ere net as he’
would wish either assumes them to be different,
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or on% the othér hend Politely ignores them, we.
will assume that Secondary efucation for all does
exist. - ®

. It is said that the science fiction
fen is born rather than nade, a statement containing
& modicum of truth today, though for those wio
themselves wish to see a science fiction conscious
wWorld it would be as well if it wore not true of
tomorrow. Perhaps we should (grudgingly) adnmit
that as wc have been slowly growing more conscious
of sciencs fiction, since the Micdle Ages, future
gonerations may be even more promising than the
most precocious prodigy we have to offer to & gaping
world. But it is the work of the 7an +to accelerato
this progrgss,.;ﬁfbreferably noet by the judioious
applicaticex of cosmic rays to tho more sensitive
parts of the ecrsfium, but rather by methods =t loast
& few degrees more pracitical.

s . The nost promnising id2a would seenm
to be to flood the juvenile fiction market with
Wworks of the better class of action type of scienée
fietion as typified by Hawk 'Carse, John Henson, etc.
What small instinet to appreciate science fiction,
that mey lie dormant in tho i mer recessés of the
cerebellum would then have o fighting chancoe of
cevelepings An early acquaintance with the idess
of science fiction wculé go far to dispel the
Supercilious superricial concemmation that is its
lot today. Huving attained = sencral tolerance of
Science fietion, sccondary educetion migat go far in
inducing a desire in the reader for moro meatye
material then he hed formerly encountercd.

A Beience Fietion Syndicete with a
lengthy imposing fconstitutionT explaining the aims
of the organization in greut detail could not help
but be a success. Unlike so many science fietion
organizations it should be rurn by reputable executives

Y o

-
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out neither for parsonal gain or notoriety and who
distinguish between the better and poorer tynes
of sciencece fietione. Apart from econducting heated
argunents with any and every other organization
the business of the Syndicate, which, incicentally,
should be immeasurably shead of any organization
of today in integrity, influence, and finance, should
be to flood ecineme, radio and literature with
reliable seience fiction, apprepriate in each class
to its intended receiver. Simultancously an active
publicity eampaign showld be carried out se that
that romarkable entity, the man in ‘the street, can
gather what id geing om. Care should be taken,
howesver, not to dery the merits of other types of .
good fietien since = philosophy of "no ‘fiction but
science fiction™ should be rigorously avoddeds.

It should not be thonght that a
auge cmount couid be accomplishel at once == ong .
can nercly imagine Aléous Huxley waiting with
bated breath for the next instalment of a Campbell
serial, or brother Julian feverishly scamming the
Science Qucstions and .nswers for the latést
information on the nature of ch»omosemes —— but
what is meeded, and what is significantly absent _
today, and is a general tolerance of the attitudas
of the scicnec fiction readere This, ounee | E
achieved, (even if in only a fairly small measurs),
may well be the big step in the évolution of
scienee fictien and should lead ~-— through the .
neliowing influence of edueation —— to a _worléd :
conseious of, influenced by, and acting in accordance
with the ideas of sceience fictien.

thether an organization like the
suggested syndicate will ever come into existence i
is a debatable point, but without it seienee fictien
can do little but continue aloeng the singularly
mmspectadular dath it has been seen fit for it to
pursue in the past.

. . [ o
ry » . L] . a L] L[] . L] L L] L L] e [ ] O,
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The '2's of Chapter 22 Get Togethor

On Jeuncssey November 25th, seven
mombers of the Nunceton Caedicr of the Science Fiction
League -- Chspter 22 —-- met at thc Assistant
Direetor®s house. The meeting commcnced at ecigat
Peme Whon the Director, liauricec K. Henson, opcncd
witha ireview of the Chapter's achicvements sinco
its inception in July 1935. Denny Jecgues thon
followod with an account of the Caanter! Library's
position, the number of books just falling short
of the hundred mark. . A scicme to buy all the
curient magazines was passcd unaninouslye. The
mombars werc organizac into a bloc, to cheekx up on
&1l scisnce Tiction-2l1l matters appoaring in any
British newshapers or journalse It is hored by
sush a proccdure to have a cormleto Chepter file of
gseionce fiction ovemts in this eowntry. ITcurice
T. Crowley was placcd on the seisnec fietion review
board for KOV.® TiRRAN. The pro.osal that HOVAR
TRRRASE should be printed was outwoted since it
appoared to bo thought for the most part both insido
and owutside thc Chapnter that the magazinc was
progressing woll under the presont duplicfting idca.
Tho matter of finanee was thon Cdealt with, andl the
Dircctor gave an aceount of the Chapter®s finaneial
stan®ing and revealed that the Chapter was in o vory
sound position. It was dccided that & penny a weck
dues would be institutoede. The nic :ting concluded
with miscellancous general business in which pkans
for a continuation of the cx:srmsion of the Chapter
were Cdiscussod. The next mecoting will be held on
Wodnesdey December 30th, 1936.
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‘Reviows —=— In a Nutshell

(Compiled by D.ReSmith, H.T. Crowley,
;n& the aditors)

ALLIHNG STORIES —— Doeecmber 1936

Jover weleomc brightness, unoriginel dopiction.

- I1llustrations Morcy!s sketeh for "Unecrtainty" is
the best, and the rost Tor the most part are noprly
drawn ant evoeIl mert poorly zxm rcproduccd.

BEéitorial —- astrology Disjointed, though nccessary
condcrmation of astrology, numerology, etc., but tho
attack on water—<ivining is wmesllcd for.

Uncertainty by Jonrw d. Carmbell, Jr. GOCD

01, olc basic icee thet is far outshadowed by
refrashing typical Commbell scicentific ideas which
ore rarmant over humsn intercest and all elsc.

The Pime Control by Philip Jaccues Bartel REIDABLE
Onc or tnc nore uncistinguished time storics, taking
plaec for a changc, however, in Russiae.

(Goo1
The Spouce Haricns and The Slavers by Bob Olsen FAIRLY
The huper inderest and hqo?r is'forc?d, though
L wvertheless is fairly plcasinge.

Dovolution by Bdmond Hamilton FAIRLY GOOD
Snappy btitle cmbodying an intercsting idea,. though
replete with glib oxplanations.

Death Crecps the Hoon by Wede GOOD

Definitely the surprisce of the issuce;-in the first
fow lincs of it -one begind to takec nmoticce. - Torx
onee a story intelligently end armisingly written.
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When the Earth Stoed Still by J. Arlym Vence RIBADABLAE
Uncenvincing =nd unplausible, what rcdscming featurss
there «rc lic in & sl“"qtly _iffOfont avprozen. to

an old stolwart. ;

Roviews ®ilm 2nd booi “cv1=ws aro rathor late, and
cxcellent Tor those who consifor & revisw ‘shoulé bo
nothing but o donicnsation of tnn nleot,

Discussions . ijore irportant thlﬂgo night be €1soussnc
to a better advantage.

3 © ° L] a L] [ = € a a [ a L] e -

ASTOUNDILNC 3TORILE  ——  Hoveomber 1936

Cover - Uubslawmsoel, ncevertheless colourful and oxresting
ustrotions Homixd Lo betler than they ought

to be, Dolda*s OX“b,onctionS s501i1 1is evrious st;ic,

but Flatos shows sSome Lrorisce

The Bternal Jsnlercr By liest Schachnor MIRTY GCLD
DoldTs wild iilusitration well rofloets wile goncral
wildsicss of the storye. Phe sciecncc is unconvizieing,
though somcwhat differcnt ©rom most.

ngasty of thoe Small by John R. Tearn PATRLY GCUD
Definitely intercsting end & new ond Jor the human
racc, though th: scicence would appoar to be uttorly .
fantastic. A

ANTOH 1OVES the Barth by Ross Roeklymio FAIRLY GECD
What othors can't ¢o, anton can.  Written with somo
gusto and an undestrucetiblc feith in the indefetigable
Antone : _

The Peth by Raymoud Z. Gallun = FAIRLY GOOD
Plcasantly hundled, littlc causec For commcntbe.

Tho Last Selonite by A. mefadyon, Jr. FaIR
Nothing out ol thc way 1n mony rospooctsa.

Gontinuci on puge 22
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We are _le=sed to irnclude the virst of & new series

oy Do, sHT-tR=TH this . issue, the sevies ie,resenting

tne most cetailed stacy of rays of every <escription
ever nsde, to our knowledge, All types of the most
common rays used in scisnce Tiction are desalt with,
togetaner with very nearly 2ll of the unrsul ones that
1ave oeen sug esteld, the series as a whole orobably
being the most notable contribution made te this 9bsorb—
ing sice-line of science fictione.

RaYS' . by  D.R.Snith

keys are the most immorta ant stock~1n—
trale of the science fiction suthor. Let the cditors
rave aoout new idess, thought variants, psychological -
plots &nd ery navoc ox. the hlackmeyed thermr, the fact
remalns that nothlng ;rips the reacdsr’s 1mag¢uﬂ*lon
rore thasn & good oldmf shioned space war w1th fescia-
ating reys of reinbow—nued cestructione.

: The rays usually belong to the tjno thac
was oncs Zescribed as ether radiation as distinct from
rays of material particles such as cathode rays. Of
course, now that etier raliation goes &long in chunks
and -streams of elesctrons behave as weaves on 000%31on,
such a descriptiorn savours of antiqurity,. bubt most authors
do not venture into mocern Hhysicel theories more than
1s rnecessarys. lIr. Cempbell manijulates modern t
theories with such SLlll es to incicate that they are
actualliy better suited to fictional purpnoses than
tho old oneb out others prefer aserlblng woncerful

peotrum.

Yy Nevertaeless these unex.:lored octaves
have beon use. so much that it becomes a graater
strain every time a new one 1§ described to believe
that it is theoretlcally possible. It is pHreferable
to use & standardized wespon then to make wild stetem-—
ents in the cause of novelty The heat ray, for



[ -~
instence, a very poohular wezpon is still one 7Jhich
we can reed zbout vivanout mentel perturbation, for the
destructive c=oabilitiss oF nsaet cie common imovledce.
While tae rpodlam of contrul is still the wnain objecti
its very posularity makes it slice smoothly into the
Storyo L P :

Rt - The terrible rays of the !'3kFlark' series
used’ aeat as the sstructive ower. Sampbell, while
favouring tiae incuction tyde becsuse of the Jogicel mne
oT control, gives us the best descriptiion of a -Hurs
heat ray yet nsublished in "Uncertainty®, his latest
story. The intudtion tyoe is sean best By " orale
by Murray Leinster, altaough no descrintion is given.
Di:fin in "Two Thoustnd Miles ‘Below" usced emerald grec
heat rays, dilliamson -ale blue in "Tae ilisn Intellig
ence" snd ruby red in "The Lelke of Light"; Scaiuyler
-Hillexr's Bleclk Iem Guliiver flashed scarlet nsedle be=z
an® Hawk (erso orzuge sirecks. The encil a1sat »ay,
an obvious developnent, £lso occurs in "The Venus Germ
by Starzl ané Pragnell and "3Brigands of the loon" by
Ray Cumaings while "The #lying City" (d. Thonr,son Ricl
sprecds its ncet blast. Dr. Bird tracked a "0Oold
Light" sponratus down, and red cold rays flaghed in
"lhe dxble of Time" by Rey Cummings. The cold ray
cig of very cdoubtful cuelifications. Festus Pragnell
- had & new idea in "Men c¢f tho Dark Comet” whon he
srested a lens by a spaece—rarp apnaratus which focusse
the sun's heet with dsvastating effects. Heat rays
appear in countless storles, in "The Bxule of the 3kic
by Richard Vaughen, "The [otal Jorlé” by B Zerl Repp,
"Proxima Centzuri® by Leinster, "S8laves of Mercury"
by Schachner; "The Hammer of Thor" by Diffin, “ijhen
the lioons kiet" by C. i« Beck, &nd muny othors, Avon
He G. dells! laryians used the heat ray which mey, or
mey not, boe the Tirst avregaramce. In any case the
heat ray has & most respectable pedigree, &nd it
surely deserves its nl=ce of honour among the ranks of
engines of Cdestruction. -

The next article in tine series will appear in the Janu
issue
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Tro:ble in Baradise (Prolonget)

- was the arranging of a fully plonned Second
ggg;ention to be held in New York on February 2lst

; The January issue of the INTIRNATIONAL
OBSERVER (publication of the ISa) bids fair te
be another milsstone in the aistory of science
Tiction, according to advence re»morts of its make-
up. It will have a gold-covered cover.

‘ London science fiction fans are still
raellying to tne cause of the BIS, since it arrived
in London. walter H. Gillings, England's
premier zuthority on cnything avpertaining to
- scientificthonel advaneement, was recently elected’
‘on the newly-formecd committee, whilse aArthur Clarke,
another 'old timer! in% the country, has been
nace Secretary. Les Johnsen, of BIS and science
fiction feme inm Liverpool, visited.Londem for the
day onm November 15th and was entertaixsd my members
of the BIS.

I note that another "Ackermenuscript®
is due in this issue in answer to.severzl hard
remarks passeC about his »revious ariicle. I hoepe
to have rvom to deal with it next monthk.

Waisperinge«....when you say "Happy
New Yasar"™ to your fellow science fiction fams 1t
will have a Couble meaning, for early in 1937 we
know the result of over a year's weoerk on the

- proposed poofessional magazine.

(See the lditerisl om pege 3 for reference to the
current Wickermenuscripi®)
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The science fiction .ealers _
THIS SIVis CF Tdw ATLANWTIC
77 %uts in muech time lookirg cut for
British fentasye. It might be fotuitous for him te
spend & Tew minutes nere. ) ;

Some journsls migut justifiably neeod this Haragraph
with & very imposing M..3H follcwed by (at le st)
three e..cla,ation marks since the matter is unique

but unim:ortant,. "Seience fictior™ unier the

asegis of the Brivish Broadcasting Corporation fron
the idestern Chiliren's Hour wc the Nationsl progrerme,
(in nore bitter moments one miznt :eel thet this is
suitable copy ror Riiley.) Jowever it should be
said that it is Vscienrce fiction" retaer then scierce
fiction, end only by & most charitable noint cf view
can it be regur’ed as "scisnce fiction”, though irn
view of the lack oX v»recec:nt in the matter Heirasps

& point mey be stretched. Cn Movember 19th, Cl:oude
Hulbert and Bobbie Comber in their "Bigzer Business"
series gove twenty minutes of entertaining smperiencés
encounteres on 2 stratosyiere rceket Tlight to Mars ++
corplete with mal scientisbtecececacaccineccssncececenes
The national »ress is to be corplimentel con conteining oo
ore review of Benson Herbert®s "Orisis 1998", (Richards
7/6). Prom the "iHews—~Jaroricle": "3cience in Farcy's
Gi6SSe Mer ir a nrojectile visit & »lanet mysterious
&8 the moon. Done oTten before in fiction, but <one
here with satiric Wite  ceseecccoscescsascsreccasssccaconsn,
"iven a Jorm" by J.3.3radford (arthur Barker 7/6) seems
to contain a new idea. Ir’ it the whole snimal

world conspires azfinst man —— thus grouse refuse tc
rise before beaters, rvacehorses refuse t) race, and

and rets =nd snakes maliciously spiead the bubonic
PlagUS .ceeecesestioaaccasescacossssectasecnocaccocrg ot
Though peraans it should not be mentionecd here, weird
reacers (!) may be interested to kmnow that the last
ghost story ever written by tae late Dr. Hontsague Rhode
James eppears in tue November issue of the "Lonéon
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"ercul‘yn...........................-.....--...-..‘-.---«
Yet another new icea soems tn embocied in “The -

2chine Stops™ by ilayland 8nith (Hale 7/6) which
gives an account of waat would heppen &f u]]
mechanical movement in ONglafidé CeeSEdeeeecesseacecess
In the Hovewber issue of the "Strend Hegazine
?The liar #ithout 4 Soul" by Quentin Reynolds. appearss

Tais is ancther of the von Genthner stories 9 number
ct Jaich hsve: &dpeared ~monést other nlaces in the

past in tae “Story~Taller" - They are nearly all...
scientific fiotion, the current one lealing with
the ransmissiocn of erergy and a enigmatic robobt.e.®...
To add to the spete of ‘Lord Dunsany books that - .
anave mace there &apjearance recently Viky Talks W1th
Dean Spanley” has just come slonge It is:1light
Tarntasy and tells »f the reincarnatior of a man who
in a brevicus lire had boen n dog. - - Lord Dunsany
tco, has & short story "Phe Blectric King" in this
vear's "Christmas Pie".......{(i'or the mitis ated, an
armuel publication price & pence, the 2roceecs this
year §01ng to the Xing George the Pifth Memorial
Mt o
"Wild Harbour® by Lan lscPhersorn, (Methuer 7/6]
is ancther conbribution to the brwnch of fictiou
thaet indicetes what sn uncomrortable time we are -
zoing to have in “tae next war", be it-in 1937, 1939,
1943 or &s in this book in 1944, The emlnently
sesnible thing to dn in such a- contlnoency is to %
retire from world affaire, or such is the idea of

he ‘autihor of the book walch tells of the life of
two peopla who go pack to the caves uncder these
cnna.t oné....._........._.................i...........

; (Continued or page 22) : ‘A

0&...'...lc._.l.-...-.l.....Q.....‘.‘.O.‘....Ol-..
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This Sidc of the Ailantic (Conte)

The issuc of "Punch" dated Dececmber 2md, 1936,
contains an amusing feeture "Illumination, 2036",
purporting to be an account of the development

60f illumination sources during the next hundrecd years
_; artiticial moom reys, and dark rays to combat them,
G c.l‘u.lbccnn.;c.e. ..-.--a....--.a-o-sno--.nn.-noo
Eric Amblor's “The Dark Fronticr®, Hodder and
Stoughton 7/6, is centred around a mid- Buropcan
intrigue of atomie bombs and milliorn wvolt elcectric
GRECREY SO S o e ik Vil o B a b S 4L o riga st v st NG s e s s o
The B« Bo Co 's procduetion of ™Scrapbook, 1908%
eontained a rcafing from He G. @Wells's book ™The

War "in the 4ir?, published in thet yeoreeecsocsssacese
The scenarion of He Go Wells®! third film for Xords
appears in the curient issuc.of "Nash®s Mggazinc" (as
mentioned in this ‘eelusmm in our last issue), and is

a nmodernisation of the 'Faust®' idea. It is typicel
¥olls inaginative—fentasy type, with o greater
emphasis on the love intercst than ’jolls has produced
in any of his previous filmSeececocssocceacsese sussoecs

- E ) [ [ . e ® ° L) 3 a .0 o ° . o e (3 ° ° - . e © ° [} L[]

Roviews —— In a Nutshell  (Conte)

Macklin's Little dricnd by H. #o Guernsey FAIRLY GOOD

A hectie fow minute monster-hunting in the library.
Quite plcasntly grippinge

Tho Thought Web of Minipsr by Chan BDorbett -FAIR

The idca has bcen used much beforc. Spiders, unfor-
tunately, gencrally add a touch of chcapness to a story.

Red Dcath by John W Campbell, Jr. GOOD

arkeblo maintensncc of inberest cven though all is
gg?oggo. (Wihat de ths "o scicnce in science fiction"
loagions"” say to this series?) = y
Brags Tacks b Lgsuredly neceds relrorming. _Note "Welre
1oogiqg_f9r.3@i§h_1g %9?1'.2 e
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THE BRI 1S3 ‘SCIBNCE PICTION
. GONPERENCE

Arrangements for the conference are

naw rapicly nearing completion, and sc fer, besides
thase izentioned last month, thd following pronlnont
fans ané authors, amongst others, have promised

to attends J. Hoppian Bdwards (Britisk Indérplan-
ctary Socicty Dircctor of Rosoarch) Eric .
Russcll (uCthC B. Ixo.mcmber), He. 0, Dickinson
{author of “Tic Sox Serw:), end Festus Pragnoll
{zuthor of “Tho Greon Mane of XKilsona).  Two of
the morming spocches havo been sottlods The
speelzors will be Y. He Gllllqgs ﬂnd Le J. Johnson.

o - Thore is’littie furtuer news for publioat
ion at present. ‘However, full dotails cf the

..Conference together with alcomplete summaxy of

- specches and discussion, will be contsined in a
booklet, publisheé about January 15th. These
booklets rmust be ordered AT OHCR, with the
roncy (1/-=l}e

Ity we also remind &)1 British fans that
they are welcome te atton& the Conference, but
that those wishing to do sc must apply for tickots
as soon as possiblce. Aémission is freo, bubt by
ticket onlye.  For further Cstails, or for:tickets;
scnéd a ‘stampod-adiresscd envelope to D. J. F. Mayor,
c/o Leeds Scieneo Piction Loague, 9, Brunswizk
pereace, L2 eds -3
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The nest way of sontacting reliable British fans
who ‘have real entaus1a§n for science riction is to
adverblse in thls gourﬂal.:::::::::::::::::::::::

ANTHED —~— 801gnce—fartasy stills from “Onece in =

New iioon", 'Tde Living.Dead", "Blind
Kanls Bull ""The HMan who Cnan ged His
Hnd™; WPhe” Tunnel" "High Treason?
”’bH&NGE for'+antu301enee fotos from
imerican imaginetlve mnovies, of pictures
of your imvoBrite film vlayers or will
pay.  Forrést J. ickernman, 256% Ne Newr
ampshire Hallywoaa, C= 1110rniu, [ SM.

The SCILIC3 FI“”IUL QRETI" e Wimaricals ‘ortlfa1le
——-l—-—-—-—b-.—--

ks

or ST1AI

fan nagazine®, begins a new series oS &
larger magazine, its o0ld vower incressed.’
I youm.lile the urtleles of D¢ R. Smith
v-—oulll like our stuff”. To 3nglish’
fqns three issues for one shilling.
B6X 27 Lakeport G eriw L oA

CETICTICN SEESFT O3 write V. H.;Uohnbon

46, 111 Lome, Livervocl, 13. r:eﬂt'
an¢. baclz issues of _.d.b g _LJ,L\I) ING s ..‘:Li‘:h.;.[l I1.G
WOID SR, Y ;



